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Open for Conviction 
Dear Friends: 

I look forward to receiving more of your 
literature. Paul tells us we are to reason 
together and we are to prove the Bible. I 
do not have a closed mind—and want to be 
enlightened. 


Hanna City, Ill. 7. ©: D; 


Light and Strength Inspire Change 
Dear Sister: 

The Maranatha letters are like the sun 
bursting through the darkness. They keep 
us steadfast in the faith. 

They keep our eyes open so that we can 
see our deep, beggarly need. They help us 
to kick away all the props of self-satisfac- 
tion, pride and boasting. 

We cannot change the fact that time 
marches on but we can change the condition 
of our lives. 


Columbus, Ohio F. H. 


Encouraged 
My Dear Friends: 
I must say that I have enjoyed the series, 
Thy Kingdom Come. I think they have been 
most interesting to read. Also, I think 
“Whatever Your Lot—Build” in the Octo- 
ber MESSAGE was most encouraging and 
helpful. 
Lancaster, Lancs, Eng. 


E. H. 


Many Doubts Cleared 
Dear Brother: 

The MEGIDDO MESSAGE is eagerly awaited 
each fortnight. It contains real “news,” and 
many things which I have doubted are 
made clear in the MESSAGE. Yes, the gospel 
is always fresh and new—up to date. 

Antwerp, Belgium P. Von x. 


From a Distant “Junior Alert” 
Dear S--: 

We had a little program for Thanksgiv- 
ing. I did as much as I could. I could count 
my many blessings, for I have parents, 
brothers and sisters, food, warm clothes 
and truth. I like the children’s page in the 
MEGIpDO MeEssaGE. I liked the one in the 
last paper about the boy who didn’t steal 
any apples and how he worked for Mr. Bill- 
ings. Jerry Norris found that honesty al- 
ways pays well. 

There is a verse on the wall in my bed- 
room. I keep reading it, “Neither can they 
die any more: for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection” (Luke 
20: 36). 

I am going to review all my Bible les- 
sons, starting with the Kingdom of God 
lessons. I have studied them but Mother 
says it will be all right to go over them 
again. 


Douglas, Minn. D. C. 
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Lost in Sight of Home 


Lost, lost! What a terrible fate 

To be lost outside the golden gate! 

"Mid the furious, fearful tempest’s roar 

To be driven helpless from the shore; 
Engulfed in the waves in the darkening night, 
With the beautiful harbor just in sight. 


What though the voyage had prosperous been, 
With favoring winds and sky serene? 

What though the journey was almost o’er, 

And just beyond was the dear home shore? 
Oh! it was sad, so near to come, 

And yet to be lost in sight of home. 


assurance upon the Ship of State to land us in the 
harbor of safety? Does science guarantee us safe 
passage through and beyond these turbulent days? Will 
dearest friends or loved ones pilot us over the boisterous 
sea? Is our own reason or judgment an adequate and reli- 
able pilot? None of these alternatives can satisfy the in- 
telligent man or woman in these days of stress and strain. 
“Only one Pilot can steer your bark through the storm- 
tossed sea and the night so dark... .”” When all human 
institutions betray their inadequacy, there is One upon 
whose guidance we can rely with the utmost confidence. 
God’s Word abides unchanged throughout all the vicis- 
situdes of time. It is the same yesterday, today, and for- 
ever. It “shall stand forever” (Isa. 40:8). Its fulfilled 
and fulfilling prophecies establish its authority, and 
serve as a divine guarantee that its moral demands, thor- 
oughly executed, will lead us beyond these troubled times 
to the haven of life, and light, and love everlasting. 
We may think now through the voyage of life we can 
pilot ourselves, but when we come to the final day of ac- 
count we will wish we had chosen Jesus for our Pilot. It 
is a wonderful privilege to live down in these last times. 
The writer to the Jewish Christians tells us some of the 
characteristics which the holy men and women of old 
possessed (Hebrews 11) and which we must possess in 
order to stand approved and gain that eternal home. 


"Tas sea of nations is tempestuous. Can we rely with 


Necessary Characteristics: Faith 


The outstanding characteristic possessed by all the 
saints of old was faith. We read in Heb. 11: 1, “Now faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” Faith is something to be sought for. 
In verse 6 it says, “Without faith it is impossible to 
please .. . God.” That is the reason we carry on our mis- 
sionary work with such zeal, so people will have this 
Bible faith without which it is impossible to please God. 

I wonder how many faiths are acceptable. This ques- 
tion demands careful consideration, since there are over 
one thousand faiths in the world today. In Eph. 4:5 
Paul says that this faith comes by hearing the Word of 
God. It is the word of Jesus, through the apostles, which 


Only one Pilot can steer your bark 

Through the storm-tossed sea and the night so dark; 
Only one hand can surely guide 

Through the breaker’s roar and the swelling tide, 
One, only one, with His strong right arm 

Can land you safe, where no storms alarm. 


Will you let Him guide through the golden gate 
To the home where our loved ones we shall meet? 
Or, all alone, will you stem the tide 

And vainly try the storm to outride? 

Then, alas! too surely ‘twill be your fate 

To be lost outside the golden gate. 


tells us that just one faith comes by hearing the Word of 
God; while the many faiths come by reading the creeds 
and catechisms of men, and being governed by this or 
that commentary. 

In the writings of Tertullian is contained some striking 
evidence as to the way in which the different faiths were 
first brought in. You will remember that Tertullian wrote 
in the 3d century when they were already beginning to 
turn away from the truth to fables, as Paul had foretold 
they would (Acts 20: 29, 30; II Tim. 4: 1—4). He says: 
“According to each one’s fancy, he has either introduced 
something new, or refashioned the old. Nor need we won- 
der if the speculations of philosophers have perverted the 
older Scriptures. Some of their brood, with their opinions, 
have even adulterated our newly-given Christian revela- 
tion, and corrupted it into a system of philosophic doc- 
trines, and from the one path have struck off many and 
inexplicable by-roads.” How forcible this evidence, com- 
ing as it does from one who lived so soon after the days 
of Jesus! They did not cling to the one faith proclaimed 
by the Saviour and His apostles, but “from the one path 
have struck off many and inexplicable by-roads.” 


Necessary Characteristics: Righteous Works 


The first holy one of old set forth in Hebrews 11 as 
our example is righteous Abel: “By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying 
of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” Turn 
to I John 3: 10—12, “In this the children of God are 
manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not 
his brother. For this is the message that ye heard from 
the beginning’—I want you to know, he says, that we 
have delivered only one message unto you from the begin- 
ning—“that ye should love one another. Not as Cain, who 
was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And where- 
fore slew he him? Because his own works were evil and 
his brother’s righteous.” That is what caused the enmity 
then, the same as it does now. 

Abel obtained a good report because his works were 
righteous. These many faiths say it is not necessary to 
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have good works, but, says John, this is the message that 
ye have heard from the beginning, that we should love 
one another; that our works should be righteous, as were 
Abel’s. This is not something new, oh no; it is the “old- 
time religion.” If our works are righteous we can make 
up our mind we will not please the world, but, as the 13th 
verse says, “Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate 
you.” The enmity will not always be carried to the extent 
that Cain’s was, but there will be an enmity. God always 
required good works from His children. When Cain’s of- 
fering was unacceptable and he was angered, God said to 
him: “Why are you angry, and why has your countenance 
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin is couching at the door; its desire is 
for you, but you must master it” (Gen. 4:6, 7, R.S.V.). 
If individuals or nations have sinned, God wants them 
to overcome or master their sin. 

Then there was Enoch, who walked with God. He did 
not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, with sinners, but 
was like Zacharias and Elisabeth, “walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” 
He did not have to pass through the death state, because 
God took him. But he has not yet received his final re- 
ward—life eternal and glorification with the Church of 
God. 


Necessary Characteristics: Perseverance, Consistency, 
Stability 


“By faith Noah, being warned by God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the sav- 
ing of his house; by the which he condemned the world, 
and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.” 
And so today we are being warned of the destroying 
storm that is coming upon the world. Noah did not pass 
the warning lightly by, but he toiled away on the ark for 
120 years. No doubt the scoffers came around and said, 
“Why, Noah! what are you thinking about, building this 
ark? There are no signs of rain coming. Look! the sky 
is clear.” But Noah kept working away on the ark, for he 
had faith that God meant just what He said, that He 
would bring destruction upon the world of the ungodly. 
Noah’s unwavering faith in God produced perseverance, 
consistency, stability, which enabled him to keep on keep- 
ing on until his task was accomplished. No doubt he said 
at last to the scoffers, “I did not tell you the rain would 
come before the ark was finished.” He had faith that this 
promised destruction was coming, and by his faith con- 
demned the world. 

There is before us that time of trouble spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, “a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to that same time,” and in 
order to escape it we must have Jesus for our Pilot, for 
“at that time thy people shall be delivered,” says Daniel, 
“every one that shall be found written in the book. And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake” (Dan. 12:1, 2). 

The worthies of old are all asleep, but when Michael 
the Prince stands up they shall awake. We shall be glad 
to meet those grand old characters. When you sing of 
“good old Abraham, safe in the promised land,” you are 
singing that which is contrary to this Word. God said 
to Abraham, “Come out of thy country to the place which 
I shall show thee,” and our lesson says, “By faith Abra- 
ham, when he was called to go out into a place which he 


should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he so- 
journed in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the same promise.” They did not receive it 
in their lifetime, but they were heirs of the same promise 
which is to be fulfilled in the future; for they “looked for 
a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God.” They were only pilgrims and strangers on the 
earth, seeking an inheritance which would be everlasting. 

The 37th Psalm tells us that the inheritance of the 
faithful will be on the earth: “Wait on the Lord and keep 
his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land”— 
not in Enoch’s day, nor in Abraham’s time, but in the 
time afar off he would cause them to inherit the land— 
not the sky. When are they to receive their inheritance? 
“When the wicked are cut off.” 

“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son, of whom it was said, that in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called: accounting that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he 
received him in a figure.” God had told Abraham that the 
promised seed should be through Isaac, and he had faith 
that though he offered him up as the Lord commanded, 
he would be raised again from the dead. This promised 
seed is going to be called through Isaac and no one else. 
There are two seeds: first the Isaac seed, taken out or de- 
veloped during the 6,000 years from Adam to the Mil- 
lennium; then the Ishmael seed to be developed during 
the 1,000 years. 


Necessary Characteristics: Vision 


We are next carried along to the time of Moses: “By 
faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months 
of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; 
and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment.” 
There were the Children of Israel in bondage and the 
command came to destroy all the male children, but 
Moses’ parents had courage and feared not the king’s 
commandment, for he was one who was to be saved. It 
mattered not what edict had gone forth from the king: 
so long as it was against the command of God, they took 
no heed. You will remember the story of Moses, how he 
was placed in the basket of bulrushes by his mother and 
set to float on the river; how Pharaoh’s daughter came 
down with her maidens to bathe, and, seeing the beautiful 
child, took him as her own and reared him in the palace, 
educating him in all the learning and wisdom of the 
Egyptians. But when the time came for him to deliver his 
people, he came not to them with the wisdom of Egypt. 

Had he not been of strong faith he would have been 
carried away with the pomp and pride of the king’s court. 
But, No! “When he was come to years, [he] refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for 
he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.” He 
chose the eternal riches of the future rather than the 
short, fleeting pleasures of this life which can be en- 
joyed only briefly, and then one must go to the dust as 
a poor worm of the earth. (Continued on page 7) 





December 28, 1957 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 5 








Let us hold fast the profession 
of our faith— 


Nothing Wavering 


AVE you ever spent a few restful summer days by 
the seaside and had an opportunity to watch the con- 
stantly changing moods of the water? 

Many and varied are the deep lessons it portrays. Per- 
haps there is nothing more changeable than the restless 
sea driven by every wind that blows or moved by its own 
currents. How swiftly it becomes a menacing and treach- 
erous deep when a sudden storm arises! Where a short 
time before calm waters fringed a silvery beach, now 
roiled and muddy waves break and crash with thunder- 
ous roar, heaving debris upon the shore. For hours it con- 
tinues to beat upon the coast, leaving its wake of de- 
struction as it reaches its climax, and then slowly, its 
fury abating, recedes and calms. 


Nothing wavering! What a noble attribute; what a 
worthwhile goal to strive for. Of all characteristics an 
individual may aspire to, certainly this is one of the most 
desirable. Everyone admires those staunch souls who can 
keep smiling and undismayed in storm or sunshine. No 
matter if fierce gales of temptation and trial sweep 
through their lives, nothing can destroy the peace which 
they enjoy. Wherein lies their strength? What is the 
power within them that causes their faces to shine and 
their eyes to kindle with holy zeal? There can be but one 
answer. Throughout the months and years they have in- 
delibly stamped upon their minds a vision of future 
glory; they see a time when faith will be changed to sight 
and hope to glad fruition. For this they work and pray. 

Would you possess a like character? We can and we 
will if we set our faces like a flint in the right direction. 
If we have been contenting ourselves with a wavering 
profession, half the time for God and the rest to satisfy 
our natural desires, now is the time to make a change. 
Forever leave behind the cold, dark shadows and step out 
into the sunshine of truth. 

Consider for a moment: what are our trials and afflic- 
tions compared to what the brave Apostle Paul endured 
for the sake of the gospel? Though falsely accused, evil 
spoken of, beaten, imprisoned, afflicted and many times 
despairing of life, he did not lose heart. In the hour of 
trouble he could say, “These little troubles (which are 
really so transitory) are winning for us a permanent and 
glorious reward out of all proportion to our pain. For we 
are looking all the time not at the visible things but at 
the invisible. The visible things are transitory; it is the 
invisible things that are really permanent” (II Cor. 4: 17, 
18, Phillips). In view of this, can we complain at our 
light cross? 

Now the question is, how do we react during the winds 
of trial and temptation? Do we allow the pin-pricks of 


For he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea driven with the wind 
and tossed. —Heb. 10: 23; James 1: 6. 


daily irritations to stir up destructive billows of impa- 
tience, and cause us to speak harsh and unkind words? 
Learn the blessed lesson of keeping still when trouble 
threatens. Wait until you can speak calmly about the dif- 
ferences, and many times you will find it unnecessary to 
speak at all. Nothing is lost by learning to keep still. 

Nothing wavering! With this the theme of our lives, 
not even the rudest blast of affliction will cause a ripple 
on the inner placidness of our soul. What though we, even 
as Paul, are falsely accused and evil spoken of by the 
world about us! This will not deter our onward progress. 
God wants those individuals who can and will stand 
alone. He wants men and women of nerve, nerve to stand 
by their convictions in the face of all odds. Though we 
may be strangers and pilgrims on earth now, there is 
coming a glad day when the minority shall become the 
majority. For this we can well afford to wait. 

Perhaps the most subtle breeze that blows is the wind 
of doubt which can easily roil the crystal clearness of the 
soul. For this reason it becomes absolutely necessary to 
guard our faith most carefully. We need to keep constant- 
ly under the bright beams of the sunlight of truth; let 
its warm and healing rays drive away the coldness of 
doubt and fear. We must read faith, think faith, and act 
faith, for “faith can always pierce the clouds which 
gather.” No matter if sometimes we fail to see where He 
is leading, trust Him to make it all clear some day. Re- 
member, God is true and faithful and we will find that the 
loneliest and darkest Gethsemane has its strengthening 
angel. Beyond this day of sorrow and disappointment will 
dawn a new and better era; it is the Father’s promise. 

O that we might possess an unwavering zeal, an un- 
bounded enthusiasm in the lifework we have undertaken, 
that our lives might radiate the Christ-life and thus in- 
spire others to a richer, fuller life! There is so much we 
can do to help and encourage our Christian comrades. 
There are kind words to be spoken, burdens to be lifted 
and a godly example to be set. Not only this, but do we 
realize that others are watching us, looking to us for 
guidance and understanding? How well are we fulfilling 
this duty? Is our zeal such that we can inspire them to 
new efforts? do we let them know by word and deed that 
we are expecting great things of them, thus imparting 
fresh hope to a drooping soul? What would we give in 
the future to hear someone say to us, “Because of your 
unwavering zeal and godly example, you gave me the 
courage to go on and win”? 

Only a little while longer will the storm of life beat upon 
us; soon we shall have help from above and then our 
weary labor will be over. Look out beyond the tempest, 
beyond this earthly vale of trial and temptation; for soon 
will dawn a bright, beautiful morning, and beyond it all 
—eternity. 








T IS NIGHT. Nature has bowed to the inevitable, and 

save the low moaning of the far-off sea, the lisping 
leaves awakened by the restless night breezes, and per- 
haps an occasional gurgle of the gliding Euphrates, all is 
hushed and still. But what of man? Behold! From the 
towering domes of the city of Babylon, myriads of lights 
gleam and flash defiance to the darkness and to the watch- 
ful stars which so lovingly bend over all. The hum and 
quiver of excitement prevails in every dwelling; but in 
the royal palace are gathered the proudest of the land. 
All the pomp and splendor, all the wealth and the luxuries, 
that lands ever produced are lavished on them. Can words 
paint the grandeur of that scene? High on the throne in 
jeweled robes, King Belshazzar reigns, while brawny 
slaves bow in his presence in trembling adoration. Gor- 
geously appareled lords are grouped around him, while 
before him all the bounties of earth are spread. The rich 
perfume of spice mingles with that of rare flowers. Wave 
upon wave of thrilling music echoes and re-echoes through 
that massive hall and swells into the night. It is King 
Belshazzar’s midnight feast. Louder grows the revelry 
of laughter and song. Recklessly they quaff the rare 
wine, yet pride is not satisfied. Let music swell. Let flow- 
ers fade and die. All hearts beat with happiness. “No 
power in earth or sky can stay our mirth. Bring forth 
the cups of gold and silver from the temple. Drink from 
their sacred depths the foaming beverage. Fill these con- 
secrated censers with sacrifices to Babylon’s gods, J] am 
King Belshazzar! I fear not Israel’s God!” 

Forth from the temple held so sacred by the conquered 
and fallen Israelites, from within that consecrated Holy 
of Holies, where God Himself had reigned, are brought 
those sacred vessels, and desecrated by honoring the 
gods of the heathens. The All-seeing Eye beheld their 
mocking festivities, heard their derisive shouts of victory, 
as those hallowed vessels, so sanctified to His divine use, 
were polluted by unholy sacrifices. Ah! what is this? 
O’er that glittering and defiant scene a shadow, slight, 
yet chilling, seems to fall. The lights, but a moment ago 
so brilliant, now flicker and dart like greedy tongues 
toward yon corner where, on the wall, appears a dark, 
rapidly moving object—a human hand. Swiftly and si- 
lently it traces word after word of language all unknown. 
Spell-bound, with bloodless lips and bated breath, they 
gaze with sickening terror, A silence has fallen, so dread, 
so full of horror, that the very foaming of the wine, now 
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so utterly deserted, is audible. The rich perfume of the 
flowers makes the stillness more oppressive, yet they 
dare not move. Carved as if from marble, they watch the 
awful vision, until as silently, as swiftly as it came, it 
vanishes; but the writing remains in bold, distinct char- 
acters, with meaning as fathomless as the starry skies. 
Then are there choking gasps and quaking limbs in that 
splendid hall. The mirth and song, so thrillingly sweet, 
is hushed, and only hoarse whispers break the chilly still- 
ness. The throngs, but one short hour ago, so merry, so 
fearless, now start at their shadows. What of King Bel- 
shazzar that fears not God or man? The wild, horror- 
stricken faces, turned to him for help, meet the same 
fixed marble stare in his own. His trembling hand re- 
fuses to hold the golden vessel half raised to his lips, and 
it falls—its ring reverberating in hollow tones: “The 
time is come, the time is come.” 

Listen! The king speaks, “Summon immediately the 
wise men of Babylon; let them unravel the mystery. 
Their gifted minds can pierce the thickest veil.” They 
come. They start and shake as did their fellows at sight 
of those strange words of fire. They try to speak, but are 
as powerless as infants in a lion’s paw. They have failed. 
What now will the king do? The talent of the land has 
failed him. Oh! if those flaming letters would but van- 
ish, but they gleam with renewed force, burning like 
firebrands into the King’s soul. What will he do? Is there 
no one? Yes, the Queen prostrating herself in the King’s 
presence pleads with him to send for the pale-faced 
dreamer, the captive Israelite, whose soul speaks with the 
God of the skies—Daniel. They bring him forth. His 
heavy locks falling over the long black robe and around 
the glorious face, contrast with that gorgeous band as 
does clear, calm moonlight with the dazzling noon-day 
sun. His earthly hopes and joys were borne, with the 
moans and cries of fellow captives, away on the bosom of 
the Euphrates. But can captivity crush the soul? Not 
such as his. His freedom lies in the hands of the Eternal 
God. Breathlessly they watched him scan the mystic in- 
scription, fearful lest they miss one tone or gesture. Will 
he know, will he tell? Will he be above all the favored of 
the King? Does he shrink or start? No. His stately form 
rises like a pillar from among that cowering host, and 
with confidence in his God he turns to King Belshazzar. 
“Oh, King! before whom nations bow in reverence, whom 
men delight to honor, thou in whose hands lies the fate of 





Megiddo Message Index for 1957 





MEGIDDO MESSAGE INDEX FOR 1957 








KEY TO INDEX 


| roe Article 
Add . Address 
Dr Drama 
Es Essay 
ae Filler 
M Maranatha Paper 
P Progressive Paper 
Po Poem 
PoF Poetical Filler 
Ss Sermon 
BS «.. - Story 
A 

Conscience Educated by Truth S.E. June 1 M 

Great Expectation A.G.P.,Jr. Mar. 16 A 

E.I.H. Oct. 19 Dr 


M.F.B. Mar. 16 St 
July 27 F 
July 27 A 

Sept. 21 Po 

Sept. 21; Dec. 14 Po 

Sept. 21 PoF 

L.L.S. Aug. 10 Po 
Mar. 16; Sept. 21 F 
Mar. 16 Po 


Message from a Boy who Knew Jesus 
Moment in the Morning 
New Day 

A New Day 

A New Start 

A Prayer 

A Stranger no More 

“A Word Fitly Spoken” 

Abib 


A 
A 
A Maiden’s Faith 
A 
A 
A 


E.I.B. 


“And They Went to Another Village” A.H.S. July 13 M 
As the Twig is Bent K.C.W. Jan. 12 A 
Awake, Arise, Thy Light is Come Feb. 23 Po 
B 
Begin Today Dec. 28 Po 
Beginning Again K.C.W. Mar. 16 A 
Bible Zeal and Energy M.H. Apr. 20S 
Blind Sept. 21 PoF 
“Bring Me Yet a Vessel” F.E.B. Nov. 30 M 
Boys Wanted Oct. 19 Po 
Building the Wall L.L.S. Oct. 19 Po 
But Strangers Here Apr. 6 Po 
Cc 
Chain Reaction E.J.K. May 4M 
Christ Was Born in the Spring B.J.S. Mar. 16 A 
Christmas—Is it a Christian Festival? G.E. Dec. 14 A 
Christ’s Kingdom on Earth Aug. 24 A 
Climbing to Greater Heights C.B.L May 4M 
Criticism E.A.W. May 4A 
D 
Death that is Blessed M.H. Jan. 12S 
December 25—Why? B.J.S Mar. 16 A 
Delight in God Only Sept. 21 Po 
Do Ye unto Others Apr. 20 PoF 
E 
Early Faith Dec. 28 Po 
Earth’s Destiny Nov. 30 A 


Election by Faith, Watchfulness, and Obedience H.M.S. Nov. 2 A 


Everlasting Grace Sept. 7 Po 
F 

Feasting to Death Dec. 28 A 

“Follow Me” Sept. 7 A 

Forgiveness, Fragrance of Oct. 19 Po 

From the Quarry to the Temple D.B. Feb. 23 P 
G 

Giants in the Land E.C.B. Dec. 14 A 

“Gideon’s Band” June 1 Po 


Glorying in the Cross a Ae 
Go—and Do Thou Likewise 


Go—Tell 


Good—Better—Best 


Gratitude 


“Guard Your Inner Life” 


He Leadeth Me 


Heavenly Sunlight 
Help Me to Choose 
High Dividend Securities 
His Works Follow 


Honesty Pays 


I am the Church 


“T Have Given You an Example” G.E. 


If You Can 


Illegal to Say Grace 


I’m Thinking 


In the Heart of the Home G.E. 
a Christian Festival? G.E. 


Is “Christmas” 


Is There a Plan? 


Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Doctrine Refuted 
Jesus Our Example 


Keep up Your Insurance 


0.E.T. 


Keep Your Religion Busy ra. 2. 


Keeping Promises 


Life and the Weaver 


Look Up 


Lost in Sight of Home M.H. 


Lyric of Action 


Make Your Thoughts Obey Christ 
Marching Without Music 


E.B.P. 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 


Ps. 27: 4 

Ps. 48:12 

Ps. 139: 7—10 
Prov. 2:10, 11 
Prov. 3:5, 6 


Prov. 26: 20 
Eccl. 11: 4 
Isa. 44: 14, 15 
Isa. 52:11 
Isa. 66: 15—17 
Ezek. 2:7, 8 
Luke 13: 24 
Luke 16: 15 
Luke 22: 28 
Acts 8: 5—25 
Rom. 8:13 
Rom. 15:1, 2 
Eph. 5:3, 4 
Eph. 6:13 
Phil. 3: 20 

I Tim. 4:15 
Heb. 2:1 

Heb. 3:14 

II Pet. 3:18 
James 2:19, 20 


“One Thing” 
Towers of Strength 


E.C.B. 


F.L.B. 


June 15 A 
July 13 A 
July 13 A 
Aug. 24 A 
Nov. 16 A 

Nov.2 A 


June 29 Po 
May 4 Po 
May 18 Po 
June 1 P 
Sept. 21 A 
Nov. 16 St 


Sept. 21 A 
Mar. 16 A 
May 18 Po 
Nov. 16 A 
Mar. 16 Po 
Nov. 16 A 
Dec. 14 A 
Mar. 16 A 


May 18 A 
Nov. 2 A 


Aug. 24 A 
June 15 M 
Oct. 5 A 


Sept. 21 Po 


June 15 A 
Dec. 28 S 
May 4 Po 


Feb. 23 M 
Jan. 26 M 


Feb. 9 
Mar. 16 


“Whither Shall I Go from Thy Spirit” Jan. 26 


Value of God’s Wisdom 


Jan. 12 


Human Understanding versus Divine 


Wisdom 
Fuel for the Fire 
A Lesson on Timidity 
“Left-overs” for God 
Separation from World 
World Conquest by Christ 
Rebellious House 
Strait Gate 
Self-Justification 
Continuance in Faith 


Simon, Egotism, Popularity, ete. 


Flesh versus Spirit 
Edification 


Thanksgiving—-Antidote for Sin 


The Whole Armor of God 
Citizens of Heaven 
Meditation 

Lest We Drift 

Holding Our Confidence 


Growth—True Measurement of Life 


Faith and Works 


Oct. 19 
Nov. 30 
July 13 
July 27 
Nov. 2 
Dec. 14 
June 15 
Aug. 10 





MEGIDDO MESSAGE INDEX FOR 1957 





Message to the Nations 


B.J.S. July 13 A 
Missionary Talk F.H.P. July 13 A 
MUSINGS OF THE EDITOR 
A Happy Tree Jan. 26 Joyous Living Sept. 7 
Almost is not Enough June 29 Levels Oct. 19 
Bargains Apr. 6 Little Sins Aug. 10 
Behind Closed Doors June 15 Lonesome? Nov. 2 
Christians, Awake! Dec. 28 Replenish Your Reserve Aug. 24 
Clearing the Slums Sept. 21 Sacrifice July 13 
Everlasting Righteousness Space Travel Dec. 14 
June 1 Sterling Character Nov. 30 
Habits Jan. 12 Tuning In Oct. 5 
Helpers May 18 _ Viruses Nov. 16 
Hypocrites Feb. 28. Who Shall Live? July 27 
N 
Nature of Christ, The G.E Apr. 6 A 
Necessities R. M. Dec. 14 
New Models H.E.G. Aug. 24 M 
No Pains, No Gains M. F. B. Dec. 28 M 
Nothing Wavering J.E.M Dec. 28 M 
Now Aug. 10 F 
O 
O Happy Day! L.L.S. Dec. 14 Po 
OBITUARIES 
Cogswell, Lucy Apr. 20 Mack, Bertha FE. June 15 
Conklin, Violet Fidel Feb. 23 Myers, Grant Ulysses Oct. 19 
Fleming, Alice June 29 Spicer, Chester A. Apr. 6 
Henshall, Mr. Apr. 20 Suiter, Laura M. May 18 
Heywood, Albert C. Apr. 6 Trelease, Verda Aug. 24 
Oh, Why Should the Spirit of Mortal be Proud Sept. 7 Po 
On with the Message July 13 Po 
One with God is a Majority K.E.F. July 13 P 
Opportunity H.A.M. June 29 Es 
Our Assurance of a Future Life July 27 A 
Our Father July 13 F 
Our Goal N.H.P Oct. 5 A 
Our Heritage Pid. Nov. 16 A 
Our Liberty in Christ A.G.P.,J1 June 29 A 
Our Mayflower E.C.B. Nov. 16 A 
Overture of Peace J.L.S. Mar.16A 
P 
Paul the Missionary D.P.B. Oct. 19 A 
Peace Jan. 12 F 
Pearls E.E.B. Nov. 30 M 
Power J.W.E. Oct. 5 P 
Pray Without Ceasing Dec. 14 A 
Precious Moments R.E.S. Oct. 19 Po 
Pressing On! E.C.B. Apr. 6 Dr 
Apr. 20 Dr 
May 4 Dr 
May 18 Dr 
June 1 Dr 
June 15 Dr 
June 29 Dr 
Prince of the Kings B.J.S. Mar. 16 A 
Problem Number One LAS. JunelA 
Progress Through Struggle Aug. 24 A 
Promises to Keep E. C. B. Jan. 26 A 
Pure Gold S.S.B Dec. 28 M 
R 
Reflections on the Grace of God TMT: Oct. 5 Po 
Release the Brakes Aug. 10 F 
Ring Out, O Bells F. L. S. Mar. 16 A 
Rivers of Living Waters G.E. May18A 





S 
Satan—His Identity and Destiny 
Search the Scriptures 
Second Coming—-Visible or Invisible 
Secret Springs 
Self-Denial—A Christian Duty 
Self-Denial Week 
Self-Discipline 
Semper Paratus 
Small Beginnings 
Spiritual Freedom—-What is It? 


Take Time 

Thanks to God 

Thanks to the Compass 

The Ant and the Grasshopper 
The Battle of Armageddon—When? 
The Bible 

The Bible—Is It a Catholic Book? 
The Bridge Called Life 

The Church’s Seed E.C. 
The Coming Glory 

The Dawn of Liberty 

The Drama of Life 

The Glad Reality 

The Handiwork of God 

The Joy of the Godly 

The Keys of the Kingdom 

The Law of Kindness 

The Lord Looks on the Heart 

The Marks of a Simple Life 

The Moments 

The Olive Press 

The Passover or Lord’s Supper 

The Pleasures of Earth 

The Pleasures of Wisdom 

The Price of Success 

The Purpose of Prayer 

The Resurrection of Christ 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 

The Second Coming—Visible or Invisible 
The Secret of Success 

The Test of a Man 

The Times and Seasons 

The Twenty-third Psalm 

The Two Messengers and Their Messages 
The Tyrany of Useless Things 
The Vanity of the World 

“The World is Too Much With Us” 
This is Your Life 


THY KINGDOM COME 


N.L.W. 


Thy Kingdom Come 
The Kingdom of God—When? 
Events Preparatory to the Kingdom 


July 27 A 


July 27 Po 


May 18 A 
June1l A 
Jan. 26 S 
Jan. 26 
Nov. 30 A 
June 15 M 
Nov. 30 Po 
June 29 A 


Sept. 7 A 
Nov. 16 Po 
May 4F 
Feb. 9 F 
Jan. 26S 
Apr. 6 F 
Aug. 10 A 
Feb. 9 A 
Mar. 16 St 
June 1 Po 
June 29 A 
Aug. 10 P 
Jan. 12 Po 
July 27 A 
June 1 Po 
Feb. 9 Po 
Feb. 23 A 
Sept. 21 A 
June 15 F 
Sept. 7 Po 
Mar. 16 A 
Mar. 16 A 
Jan. 26 Po 
Sept. 21 A 
July 27 F 
Feb. 9 A 
Feb. 23 A 
June 1S 
May 18 A 
Sept. 7 A 
May 18 Po 
Aug. 24 Po 
Jan. 12 F 
Feb. 9 A 
Oct. 5 A 
Nov. 2 P 
July 27 A 
Apr. 20 A 


Aug. 24 A 
Sept. 7 A 
Sept. 21 A 


When Earth Beholds Her King—Conquest, Conversion, 


Redemption 
Establishing the Kingdom 
“And He Shall Reign Forever” 


Time 
To Know One’s Self is True Progress A.C. 
Today J.W.E. 
Today and Tomorrow Pick. 
Triumphant Morn 
Trumpet of the Lord versus Slumber Songs 
U 
Upon My Honor as a Christian E.C.B. 


Vv 


Valor 


Oct.5 A 
Oct. 19 A 
Nov. 2 A 


Oct. 19 F 
Aug. 10 M 
Dec. 14 P 
May 4 Add 
Mar. 16 Po 
Nov. 30 A 


Aug. 10 A 


Feb. 23 F 





MEGIDDO MESSAGE 





INDEX FOR 1957 





VOICES FROM THE ROLL OF THE BOOK 
An Example of Unselfishness—Rhoda B.A.B. Jan. 12 
Esther in Time of Crisis W.H. Feb. 23 
Reminiscences of John Mark K.P.M. Feb. 9 
Zacchaeus Captured by Christ R.C.B. Jan. 26 
Ww 
Watch How You Read 1.G.H. Feb. 23 M 
What Are You Concerned About? P.J.T. June 29 A 
What is the Ransom? M.H. Feb. 23 S 
Whatever Your Lot—Build A.G.P. Oct. 19 P 


When You See the King L.L.S. Apr. 20 Po 

Whiter Than Snow F.H.P. Jan. 12 A 
This Earth? K.E.F. Nov. 30 A 

Will Sputnik or any Invention of Science Ever Destroy 

Whoever Finds Time Sept. 7 F 

Who Shall Abide in Thy Tabernacle? M.H. Apr.6S 

Wholehearted Devotion to God L.T.N. Sept. 21 S 

Y 
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow July 27 F 
You Are Beaten Nov. 2 Po 


YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


CONCERNING Joseph's Father ; Heli or Jacob? Aug. 10 “Son of Man” versus “Son of God” June 1 
Angels’ Wings Feb. 23 Keys of Kingdom, Matt. 16: 19 Jan. 12 Source of Temptation Nov. 2 
Apostasy Aug. 10 Knowledge After Death Sept. 21 Succession of Apostles Dec. 14 
‘ sion, y versus Mt. Oli i , 
Ascension, Bethany versus Mt. O yo ™ en a ee a Sufficiency of New Testament July 27 
Atemke Bomb July 27 Lead Us Not Into Temptation May 18 The Father’s Name June 1 
, . : Lord’s Supper June 15 The Resurrection June 15 
Baptised for the Dead, I Cor. 15: 29 7 , i 
Baptism a - June 29 “Mark of the Beast” June 15 te ei _ « 
Blood of Christ Aug. 10 Marriage During the Millennium Nov. 16 Transfiguration Jen 96 
Born Again Jan. 26 “Millennium Defined Nov. 30 Trinity Aug. 24; Nov. 2 
Breaking Bread Weekly Nov. 2 “magpie = ieee Prag Twelve Tribes of Israel Dec. 28 
] Vy s anc s ug. 1 Wi 
Child of God Oct. 19 Mortal People During Thousand Years eee Uae Aug. 24 
Christ’s Coming in Clouds Oct. 19 Oct. 19 Unpardonable Sin May 4 
Christ’s Coming, Spiritual or Literal? Mosaic Law, Col. 2:14 Sept. 7 a cand 
Apr. 6 Musical Instruments in Church Worship Virgin Birth June 1 
Christ’s Personal Return July 27 July 27 WwW gots 
Church or Kingdom, When? At Pente- erg lie pai far 
cost? Jan. 26 Natural Death, Wages of Sin Nov. 30 eo oe Jan. 12 
Condemnation, Adam’s Sin? Dec. 28 Nature of People in World to Come June 1 Gen. 1: 26 June 29 
Conformity to Civil Law vs. Love not Ninety-nine Sheep Feb. 23° Gen. 5:5, 27, 81 Dec. 28 
A... sige 11 — “ Old and New Testaments June 15 ag te B.. g 
. . 4 . 4Ae ° OV. 
Crucified with Christ July 13 Job 19: 26 Nov. 16 
PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY Eccl. 7:16, 17 + alg 
Deathbed Repentance Nov 2 Attitude Toward False Teachers Sept. 21 Isa. 14: 12 June 15 
Death State June 29 Blood Transfusions June 29 Isa. 28:16 Feb 
Devil—Herd of Swine Apr. 20 Child Reari Se a eb. 23 
ing June 1 Isa. 33:16 A 
Devil—Isa. 14: 12 June 15 China Novelties Sept. 7 Matt 16:18 Ju, 24 
Did Jesus Ever Commit a Sin? May 18 Confession to a Priest Evaluated Nov. 30 Matt. 18: 20 Me - 
Easter Apr. 6 Controlling Temper Nov. 30 Matt. 20: 28 Dec "28 
Ecclesiastes—Inspired? Feb. 9 Drinking June 15 Matt. 22:18 June 15 
Elijah, Immortal? Mew 4 Encouragement for Isolated Members Mark 10: 21 Aug. 24 
~ $i ° “Giles Sept. 7 ‘ ; 
2 —Mal. 4: ; 5 ; p Luke 7: 28 
— ee oad aay Escape from World’s Troubles May 18 Luke 10: 21 ra. : 
Everlasting Burnings of Isa. 33: 14 Oct. 19 Gossip : : May 18 Luke 16: 18 Sept. 21 
Kingdom Gained by Pressing Apr. 20 Luke 21 Aug. 24 
Fallen Angels July 13 Knowledge Important Nov. 2. John 1:9 July 13 
Following Christ’s Example Fab, 9 — Evwfection of Chasecter Nov. 2 John 6: 62 Aug. 24 
Four Corners of the Earth Feb. 23 Prayer, Old Fashioned? Dec. 28 John 14:19 Feb. 9 
Fowls of the Air June 15 _—‘Television Nov. 16 = Acts 17:31 Nov. 16 
Tithing Apr. 20 Rom. 12:3 Sept. 21 
God’s Children—Who? Oct. 5 Vegetarian Diet vs. Meat Diet May 18 | Cor. 12: —_ 
Grace of God Nov. 30 Women’s Dress Oct. 5 aa _ Jan. 26 
. I Cor. 15: 50 Nov. 16 
Heaven Nov. 16 Prayers for the Dead May 18 II Cor. 8:9 Apr. 20 
Hell Aug. 10 Preaching Door to Door Jan. 12 vga 1: 14 Dec. 14 
Hell Fire (Matt. 3:12) Feb. 9 Problems versus Logic Aug. 24 I a. &: od Nov. 2 
Hell Fire Dec. 14 _ Reincarnation eo Feb. 28 
How Can We be Saved? June 29 Renewing of the Holy Spirit Nov. 2 itus 2: 18 Nov. 30 
; Resurrection Sept. 21 Heb. 9: 22 Apr. 6 
Immaculate Conception June 1 Revelation, History or Prophecy May 4 Heb. 10: 31 Aug. 24; Nov. 2 
Infant Baptism June 29 Ruth’s Nationality Dec. 14 Heb. 12:2 Aug. 10 
Ishmael Seed, John 10: 16 Feb. 23 — 3:9 Feb. 9 
Israel Defined Apr. 20 eter 2: 24 " 
| . “a SALVATION I Pet. 4:6 Fn 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Doctrine Jan. 12 Salvation for a Murderer? July 27 I John 5:16 July 27 
Jews, Chosen People? May 4 Salvation to the Dying Thief? May 4_ Rev. 14: 3, 6 June 1 


John, the Reincarnation of Elijah? Oct.19 | What is Salvation? 


Nov. 16 Revelation 18 Dec. 28 





December 28, 1957 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 7 








millions, thou hast forgotten the Almighty Ruler of earth 
and sky; thou hast defied the God of Heaven, in whose 
hands thou shalt suffer. Thou canst not repent. Thou hast 
set at utter defiance Him before whom every knee shall 
bow and whom every tongue shall reverence. Listen! 
‘Thou art weighed in the balance and found wanting.’ 
This night the kingdom shall be taken from thee and the 
conqueror’s hand lay thee low.” 

For one moment the heart stops, only to burst forth 
with terrific energy as if to free itself from prison walls 
and fly to the bosom of the deep. The breeze which so 
lately had wafted only the sweetness of music and of 
flowers, now whistles in vain for the hushed melody, and 
moans, “Oh, Babylon! Babylon!” Ah! does it not bear 
another sound, a distant rumbling, a hollow chatter? 
No, ’tis but a fleeting fancy—on with the wild, weird 
music, the joyous dance; let not mere fancy bring a bar- 
rier to our sport. Hark! that far sounding cry, nearer 
and yet nearer. A surging, seething sound, the clanging 
and clashing of steel, the heavy tramp of marching feet. 
O King Belshazzar, where now is thy power, thy boasted 
might? 

The conqueror with his victorious army encompassed 
that magnificent palace, and Belshazzar the Great, the 
one above all others, mingled his blood with that of his 
fellow victims. He was weighed in God’s balances and 
found wanting. The proud city which so lately had re- 
joiced in its own happiness, which vaunted of its great- 
ness, was laid low, never to raise its head in haughty 
sovereignty. 


Borne on the winged winds of time we swiftly arrive, 
past many centuries, at our own day and period of the 
world. We see, not a reproduction of that night so long 
ago in the doomed city, but a much amplified and intensi- 
fied Babylon, a universal city of confusion, of wanton 
pleasure, of mocking festivity, of luxurious revelling and 
feasting. 

Above the din we hear that mighty voice from Patmos 
cry as the prophet peers into the future, not far distant 
now: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great. Come out of 
her, O my people, that you share not her sins, that you 
partake not of her plagues. . . . God calls her misdeeds 
to the reckoning. ... In her heart she vaunts, ‘A queen 
I sit, .. . tears I shall never know,’ so shall her plagues 
fall in a single day. The kings of the earth. . . shall wail 

. . as they watch the smoke of her burning, . . . crying, 
‘Woe and alas, thou great ... strong city of Babylon! 
In one brief hour thy doom has come.’” The prophet 
visions a strong angel who lifted a “boulder like a huge 
millstone and flung it into the sea, crying, ‘So shall the 
great city, Babylon, be hurled down . .. and never be 
seen any more.’” Perished forever her luxury and splen- 
dor, who destroyed the earth with her vice. 

Ah, behold now the handwriting in clear, emblazoned 
letters! Are we taking heed? Are we careless, defying 
the Almighty Ruler of earth and sky in doubting that the 
condemnation of a Babylonish world shall come to pass 
even as He has decreed? This empire of evil, the world- 
wide Babylon, revels on, heedless of ought but the mo- 
ment. Do we delight in her luxuries, do we desire to 
touch, taste, or handle of her dainty meats? Do we by 
any manner pay honor to the gods of the flesh, or to the 


prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now work- 
eth in the children of disobedience? Shall we thus be 
weighed and found wanting? 

This night the kingdoms of men shall be taken from 
them; in the Morning, the dawn of the great new Day of 
the Lord, Babylon shall be no more. Shall we fall with 
the doomed city? Are we working manfully to escape 
her destruction; or are we eating and drinking with the 
drunken and rising up to play? 

Let us not answer no, until we have scrutinized every 
act, word, thought and motive—lest we delude ourselves 
and continue feasting—even to death. 


(Amplified from an oration, “Belshazzar’s Feast,” by 
MINNIE L. SELLERS.) 





LOST IN SIGHT OF HOME 


(Continued from page +) 

But, ah! there is a reproach connected with this serv- 
ice of Christ. When you are called upon to keep God’s 
commandments—and you must keep them all the time, 
come out from the world with its fashion and folly—do 
you feel ashamed because of the reproach it brings? Do 
not mind it when the world scoff and say, “You are a 
few!” God’s people were always the fewest of all people 
(Deut. 7:7); not because He did not want to save any 
more, but because they were in the condition of which 
Jesus spoke in John 5: 40, “Ye will not come to me, that 
ye might have life.” Yes, they will not come to Him, but 
choose to walk in the broad way that leads to destruc- 
tion. They would rather go to the theater, or listen to 
things of no profit on the radio or television. 

It is impossible to inculcate virtue and purity in the 
young by exhibiting vice to them and making them famil- 
iar with it. Keep them away from such things. The Wise 
Man says, “Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away” (Prov. 4:15). You would never have found 
Enoch, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel or Jesus looking at por- 
trayals of the vile deeds of ungodly men and women. No, 
the godly man will be beholding and thinking of those 
things which are elevating and ennobling. If you have 
any love for your child, you will never allow it to wit- 
ness the scenes of crime and lust and violence which the 
motion pictures and television offer brazenly. Since the 
bad is so inseparably mingled with the good, our practice 
is to let it all alone, and find our entertainment in simpler 
and safer things. The poet truly said, 


“Vice is a monster of so foul a mien, 

That to be hated needs but to be seen; 
But seen too often, familiar with his face— 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


We are down in the last days when people are “lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God.” The time that was 
afar off to Abraham is now nigh at hand. We can know 
our moorings and can see that we have but a little time 
left. When the storm and breakers’ roar seem farther off 
and things pass smoothly along, beware lest you forget 
your God. If you will open your eyes to the fulfillment 
of this Word you will know that we are down in the end 
of the ages when all the faithful will soon be gathered in, 
for so many things prove its nearness. If we ever needed 
a Pilot to guide us, it is now. 
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Dure Gold 


A* ARABIAN princess was once presented by her 
teacher with an ivory casket, not to be opened till a 
year had passed. The time, impatiently waited for, came 
at last, and with trembling haste she unlocked the treas- 
ure; and lo! on the satin linings lay a shroud of rust; the 
form of something beautiful, but the beauty gone. A slip 
of parchment contained these words: “Dear pupil, learn 
a lesson in your life. This trinket, when enclosed, had 
upon it only a spot of rust; by neglect it has become the 
useless thing you now behold, only a blot on its pure sur- 
roundings. So a little stain on your character will, by in- 
attention and neglect, mar a bright and useful life, and in 
time leave only the dark shadow of what might have been. 
Place herein a jewel of gold, and after many years you 
will find it still as sparkling as ever. So with yourself; 
treasure up only the pure, the good, and you will be an 
ornament to society, and a source of pleasure to your- 
self and your friends.” 

We have been called out of the dark places of the earth 
to become one of God’s pure ones—His Golden Jewel. We 
are capable of becoming one of these if we but yield to 
the refining process. 

Watch the thoughts you entertain, for impure thoughts 
waken impure feelings, and these if not brought into sub- 
jection result in impure actions and the ruin of all that is 
noble and pure in character. 

The tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 
Use it not for flattery, for by thus doing you are only 
asking the same in return. Flatterers are traitors to the 
cause of Christ. They strengthen our imperfections, never 
discourage us in evil, correct us in nothing, but shadow 
and paint our sins and weaknesses so that we are unable 
to see their exceeding sinfulness. Instead of talking about 
things of no benefit, let our tongues rather be used to 
speak of God’s mercy, longsuffering and justice; of the 
glories of Christ’s coming Kingdom and what is required 
of us to be ready. 

We have taken a big step when we realize our weak- 
nesses and face them with a determination to conquer. 
Sin and temptation attack us where we are weakest. They 
appeal to our inclinations, our passions, our lusts. The 
moment you are told the thing which you are doing is not 
best for you, turn the other way from your natural de- 
sires. To be able to say “yes” to God and “no” to the in- 
fluences of the world and our own evil inclinations is how 
we attain our spiritual growth. Paul said, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” If Paul 
could, then we can, we must, and we will if we would be 
that pure gold. 

We can do more good by being good than in any other 
way. Forget not the power of example. It is more power- 
ful than speech! There were times when Paul refrained 
from doing that which was lawful for him to do because 
of example’s sake. He said, “But see that the exercise of 
your right does not prove a stumbling block to the weak” 
and “that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to 


fall in his brother’s way.” So act at all times and under 
all circumstances that your principle of action will be the 
Christian example all should follow. 

A drop of water on a polished blade may leave very 
little mark if wiped off instantly; but if allowed to re- 
main for days and weeks, how different will be the effect 
produced. So is the danger of a so-called “little sin”’—it 
won’t stay little. As the spot of rust, the longer it is al- 
lowed to remain the deeper and more destructive it be- 
comes. Whether it be in thought or action, the forbidden 
thing indulged in will intrench itself in our being. The 
least fiber of jealousy, anger, selfishness, impatience, or 
anything of the flesh will keep us from being the pure 
gold. How important to see that no iniquity is having 
dominion over us, that we are not acquiring any habits 
that will yet involve us in eternal loss! 

Too often we are more concerned about the rust on the 
outside which man sees, rather than the rust on the inside 
which God sees. 

Value not a jewel by its golden frame, or a book by its 
silver clasp, or a man by his estates or profession. One of 
the marks of highest worth is deep lowliness. The Wise 
Man said, “The humble and the reverent are rewarded 
with wealth and honor and long life.” 

Perfection is attained by slow degrees; it requires sin- 
cere principles and self-denial closely woven by the hand 
of time. The trials, the petty annoyances, the sharp ir- 
ritations, the rubbing and polishing will bring the dross 
to the surface. It is skimmed off. The same testings come 
again and again until, little by little, all the dross is con- 
sumed and we come forth as gold. 

When God’s will is done on earth as it is done in heaven, 
this earth will be beautified beyond what eye has seen. 
We will be no part of it if we have even so much as a 
spot of rust on our character. The Master will have only 
the spotless ones, and we would be nothing but a blot on 
our pure surroundings. 

Let us so work for our Master that He may “have the 
church as His very own, standing before Him in all her 
glory, with never a spot or wrinkle or any such flaw, but 
consecrated and unblemished,” the perfect golden jewels. 





Begin Today 


Dream not too much of what you will do tomorrow, 
How well you will work perhaps another year; 

Tomorrow’s chance you do not need to borrow— 
Today is here! 


Boast not too much of mountains you will master, 
The while you linger in the vale below; 

To dream is well, but plodding brings us faster 
To where we go. 


Talk not too much about some new endeavor 
You mean to make a little later on; 

Who idles now will idle on forever 
Till life is done. 


Swear not some day to break some habit’s fetter, 
When this old year is dead and passed away; 

If you have need of living wiser, better, 
Begin today! 
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NO PAINS, NO GAINS 


A= boy wanted to know why vitamins are al- 
ways put in spinach, and never in ice cream, where 
he thought they ought to be. 

We are many times like this little boy: We want to 
grow strong and robust spiritually without trials, with- 
out temptations, without disappointments, without fail- 
ures, without pain and carrying a cross. But God fore- 
ordained that we must take the bitter with the sweet. 
We find that behind every virtue possessed stands a cor- 
responding trouble. So runs the proverb of our fore- 
fathers, “No pains, no gains.” 

God tells us that the things which bring sighing, grum- 
bling and discouragement are molding tools to fashion us 
into the image of His dear Son. 

Too often we say, “When am I going to get out of this 
trial?” when it would be better for us to say, “What am 
I going to get out of these trials?” Such an attitude will 
make a world of difference in our horizons. For without 
trials our best could never be developed. If there were no 
hardship, there would be no hardiness; no warfare—no 
fortitude; no pain—no patience; no temptations—no self- 
control. Without these virtues what do we have? No char- 
acter, and no exceeding great and precious promises. In 
other words, “no pain, no gain.” 

Those looking for a painless way to kill out the natural 
tendencies are bound to be disappointed. Although the 
anesthetic of a joyful, willing spirit will greatly reduce 
the discomfort, one of our greatest blindnesses is that 
which confuses joy with comfortableness, A striking veri- 
fication of this statement is found in Acts: “And the 
disciples were filled with joy.” This verse is the happy 
ending of a somewhat painful chapter. What had hap- 
pened that caused the disciples to be “filled with joy’? 
Things that we would call very unpleasant—a fight with 
a mob, expulsion from the city, the heaping of scorn and 
denunciation on them. Yet they were “filled with joy.” 
Their pain was entirely gain to them in view of the re- 
ward they anticipated. We find in every walk of life that 
those who insist on the lower good miss the higher joy. 

It may be that truth does not seem priceless to us be- 
cause we have come by it too easily. We are likely to use 
it as some people do inherited possessions, wasting it be- 
cause we have no idea what it cost or the sacrifices made 
by the one who accumulated it. Or it may be that we are 
satisfied to live the truth, as it were, on the installment 
plan—giving a little at a time—waiting a little while 
longer before we invest too much of our living in it, re- 
luctantly giving bit by bit so as not to feel too much pain. 

We go to great length and pains to protect our material 
possessions, while our spiritual treasures are frequently 
neglected. God grant that we may ever be concerned about 
the things of eternity and never tire in our awareness of 
truth, realizing that without pain there is no gain. 

Some may think the rich young ruler has already had 
more than his share of censure, but he is such a typical 
example that we can hardly disregard him. He kept the 
Ten Commandments—but how much did his faith cost him? 
He honored his parents—they had always given him 
everything he asked for. He kept the Sabbath day—but 
he didn’t have to work on any day in the week. He didn’t 
covet. Why should he? He had everything. He didn’t kill 


or steal—he was socially and financially secure. But when 
Jesus asked him to forget his social standing and think 
of service, he decided the price was too high; but Jesus 
didn’t cut the price even for him, so he went away sor- 
rowing. He would go to no pains, so of course could not 
receive the gains. 

Sooner or later each one of us will come up against the 
price tag on our faith. When that happens shall we dis- 
cover that the cost of true religion is higher than we ever 
dreamed it to be? If so, we can still reap the gains Jesus 
and His apostles did, but we will have to pay the price. 
There is no such thing as watering down a faith for the 
weakling; all must be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. We will ever find we must suffer somewhat, 
either willingly or against our will and so we will ever 
find a cross. If we bear it unwillingly we make for our- 
selves a new burden and increase our load, but we must 
still bear it. If we cast away one cross we shall without 
doubt find another, and that perhaps a heavier one. 

What will you give for Truth? 

Jesus gave His life. It cost Him everything. 

That was the price, and it has not been marked down 
any since that night in dark Gethsemane. 

It is still, “No pain, No gain.” 


Musings of the Editor 


Cy" minds must be constantly stirred up and we be urged 
on lest we fail to win the race for life eternal. If our 
faith grows weaker then our vision of the future becomes ob- 
scure and our spiritual life becomes feeble, our holiness de- 
fective, and our power of self-control becomes inadequate 
to accomplish the great work and the stupendous task that 
lies before us. 





we The challenging life of Jesus Christ must 
Christians, hold its prime grip upon our hearts. The 
! passing centuries have only made it shine 
Awaket the brighter. He pleased not Himself, but al- 
ways His Father. Every one of the saints, valiant souls who 
have heeded His loving call to service, have not counted their 
lives dear unto themselves but have gone unfalteringly in the 
way He has led. “Take up thy cross and follow me,” is the 
divine command. None of us who has responded can make 
any compromise with evil. A good soldier will always stand 
ready to fight on the side of his beloved Lord. 

Not one of us will be held responsible for events which 
are beyond our control, but every one of us will be held ac- 
countable for the duty of the moment—right where we are. 
When that responsibility has been met, we can then leave 
the issue with God. “Blessed are they that sow beside all 
waters.” You have a chance right where you are. There is 
something offering rich possibilities wherever you are. Oh, how 
often we can look back over our lives and are ashamed to see 
the actual harvest that has sprung up in whose sowing 
we had no part! We must be aroused from a mere defensive- 
ness into a vigorous aggressiveness to resist that old enemy, 
Flesh. God has not asked us to conquer the world as did 
the great Alexander, but He has called upon us to conquer 
self that we may be worthy instruments in His hands to dis- 
pense peace and righteousness to the nations. 
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| ); (Ve Cold 


N ARABIAN princess was once presented by her 

teacher with an ivory casket, not to be opened till a 
year had passed. The time, impatiently waited for, came 
at last, and with trembling haste she unlocked the treas- 
ure; and lo! on the satin linings lay a shroud of rust; the 
form of something beautiful, but the beauty gone. A slip 
of parchment contained these words: “Dear pupil, learn 
a lesson in your life. This trinket, when enclosed, had 
upon it only a spot of rust; by neglect it has become the 
useless thing you now behold, only a blot on its pure sur- 
roundings. So a little stain on your character will, by in- 
attention and neglect, mar a bright and useful life, and in 
time leave only the dark shadow of what might have been. 
Place herein a jewel of gold, and after many years you 
will find it still as sparkling as ever. So with yourself; 
treasure up only the pure, the good, and you will be an 
ornament to society, and a source of pleasure to your- 
self and your friends.” 

We have been called out of the dark places of the earth 
to become one of God’s pure ones—His Golden Jewel. We 
are capable of becoming one of these if we but yield to 
the refining process. 

Watch the thoughts you entertain, for impure thoughts 
waken impure feelings, and these if not brought into sub- 
jection result in impure actions and the ruin of all that is 
noble and pure in character. 

The tongue is a little member and boasts great things. 
Use it not for flattery, for by thus doing you are only 
asking the same in return. Flatterers are traitors to the 
cause of Christ. They strengthen our imperfections, never 
discourage us in evil, correct us in nothing, but shadow 
and paint our sins and weaknesses so that we are unable 
to see their exceeding sinfulness. Instead of talking about 
things of no benefit, let our tongues rather be used to 
speak of God’s mercy, longsuffering and justice; of the 
glories of Christ’s coming Kingdom and what is required 
of us to be ready. 

We have taken a big step when we realize our weak- 
nesses and face them with a determination to conquer. 
Sin and temptation attack us where we are weakest. They 
appeal to our inclinations, our passions, our lusts. The 
moment you are told the thing which you are doing is not 
best for you, turn the other way from your natural de- 
sires. To be able to say “yes” to God and “no” to the in- 
fluences of the world and our own evil inclinations is how 
we attain our spiritual growth. Paul said, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” If Paul 
could, then we can, we must, and we will if we would be 
that pure gold. 

We can do more good by being good than in any other 
way. Forget not the power of example. It is more power- 
ful than speech! There were times when Paul refrained 
from doing that which was lawful for him to do because 
of example’s sake. He said, “But see that the exercise of 
your right does not prove a stumbling block to the weak” 
and “that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to 


fall in his brother’s way.” So act at all times and under 
all circumstances that your principle of action will be the 
Christian example all should follow. 

A drop of water on a polished blade may leave very 
little mark if wiped off instantly; but if allowed to re- 
main for days and weeks, how different will be the effect 
produced. So is the danger of a so-called “little sin”’—it 
won’t stay little. As the spot of rust, the longer it is al- 
lowed to remain the deeper and more destructive it be- 
comes. Whether it be in thought or action, the forbidden 
thing indulged in will intrench itself in our being. The 
least fiber of jealousy, anger, selfishness, impatience, or 
anything of the flesh will keep us from being the pure 
gold. How important to see that no iniquity is having 
dominion over us, that we are not acquiring any habits 
that will yet involve us in eternal loss! 

Too often we are more concerned about the rust on the 
outside which man sees, rather than the rust on the inside 
which God sees. 

Value not a jewel by its golden frame, or a book by its 
silver clasp, or a man by his estates or profession. One of 
the marks of highest worth is deep lowliness. The Wise 
Man said, “The humble and the reverent are rewarded 
with wealth and honor and long life.” 

Perfection is attained by slow degrees; it requires sin- 
cere principles and self-denial closely woven by the hand 
of time. The trials, the petty annoyances, the sharp ir- 
ritations, the rubbing and polishing will bring the dross 
to the surface. It is skimmed off. The same testings come 
again and again until, little by little, all the dross is con- 
sumed and we come forth as gold. 

When God’s will is done on earth as it is done in heaven, 
this earth will be beautified beyond what eye has seen. 
We will be no part of it if we have even so much as a 
spot of rust on our character. The Master will have only 
the spotless ones, and we would be nothing but a blot on 
our pure surroundings. 

Let us so work for our Master that He may “have the 
church as His very own, standing before Him in all her 
glory, with never a spot or wrinkle or any such flaw, but 
consecrated and unblemished,” the perfect golden jewels. 





Begin Today 


Dream not too much of what you will do tomorrow, 
How well you will work perhaps another year; 

Tomorrow’s chance you do not need to borrow— 
Today is here! 


Boast not too much of mountains you will master, 
The while you linger in the vale below; 

To dream is well, but plodding brings us faster 
To where we go. 


Talk not too much about some new endeavor 
You mean to make a little later on; 

Who idles now will idle on forever 
Till life is done. 


Swear not some day to break some habit’s fetter, 
When this old year is dead and passed away; 

If you have need of living wiser, better, 
Begin today! 
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NO PAINS, NO GAINS 


F , Grey boy wanted to know why vitamins are al- 
ways put in spinach, and never in ice cream, where 
he thought they ought to be. 

We are many times like this little boy: We want to 
grow strong and robust spiritually without trials, with- 
out temptations, without disappointments, without fail- 
ures, without pain and carrying a cross. But God fore- 
ordained that we must take the bitter with the sweet. 
We find that behind every virtue possessed stands a cor- 
responding trouble. So runs the proverb of our fore- 
fathers, “No pains, no gains.” 

God tells us that the things which bring sighing, grum- 
bling and discouragement are molding tools to fashion us 
into the image of His dear Son. 

Too often we say, “When am I going to get out of this 
trial?” when it would be better for us to say, “What am 
I going to get out of these trials?” Such an attitude will 
make a world of difference in our horizons. For without 
trials our best could never be developed. If there were no 
hardship, there would be no hardiness; no warfare—no 
fortitude; no pain—no patience; no temptations—no self- 
control. Without these virtues what do we have? No char- 
acter, and no exceeding great and precious promises. In 
other words, “no pain, no gain.” 

Those looking for a painless way to kill out the natural 
tendencies are bound to be disappointed. Although the 
anesthetic of a joyful, willing spirit will greatly reduce 
the discomfort, one of our greatest blindnesses is that 
which confuses joy with comfortableness. A striking veri- 
fication of this statement is found in Acts: “And the 
disciples were filled with joy.” This verse is the happy 
ending of a somewhat painful chapter. What had hap- 
pened that caused the disciples to be “filled with joy’? 
Things that we would call very unpleasant—a fight with 
a mob, expulsion from the city, the heaping of scorn and 
denunciation on them. Yet they were “filled with joy.” 
Their pain was entirely gain to them in view of the re- 
ward they anticipated. We find in every walk of life that 
those who insist on the lower good miss the higher joy. 

It may be that truth does not seem priceless to us be- 
cause we have come by it too easily. We are likely to use 
it as some people do inherited possessions, wasting it be- 
cause we have no idea what it cost or the sacrifices made 
by the one who accumulated it. Or it may be that we are 
satisfied to live the truth, as it were, on the installment 
plan—giving a little at a time—waiting a little while 
longer before we invest too much of our living in it, re- 
luctantly giving bit by bit so as not to feel too much pain. 

We go to great length and pains to protect our material 
possessions, while our spiritual treasures are frequently 
neglected. God grant that we may ever be concerned about 
the things of eternity and never tire in our awareness of 
truth, realizing that without pain there is no gain. 

Some may think the rich young ruler has already had 
more than his share of censure, but he is such a typical 
example that we can hardly disregard him. He kept the 
Ten Commandments—but how much did his faith cost him? 
He honored his parents—they had always given him 
everything he asked for. He kept the Sabbath day—but 
he didn’t have to work on any day in the week. He didn’t 
covet. Why should he? He had everything. He didn’t kill 


or steal—he was socially and financially secure. But when 
Jesus asked him to forget his social standing and think 
of service, he decided the price was too high; but Jesus 
didn’t cut the price even for him, so he went away sor- 
rowing. He would go to no pains, so of course could not 
receive the gains. 

Sooner or later each one of us will come up against the 
price tag on our faith. When that happens shall we dis- 
cover that the cost of true religion is higher than we ever 
dreamed it to be? If so, we can still reap the gains Jesus 
and His apostles did, but we will have to pay the price. 
There is no such thing as watering down a faith for the 
weakling; all must be strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. We will ever find we must suffer somewhat, 
either willingly or against our will and so we will ever 
find a cross. If we bear it unwillingly we make for our- 
selves a new burden and increase our load, but we must 
still bear it. If we cast away one cross we shall without 
doubt find another, and that perhaps a heavier one. 

What will you give for Truth? 

Jesus gave His life. It cost Him everything. 

That was the price, and it has not been marked down 
any since that night in dark Gethsemane. 

It is still, “No pain, No gain.” 


Musings of the Editor 


Cy minds must be constantly stirred up and we be urged 
on lest we fail to win the race for life eternal. If our 
faith grows weaker then our vision of the future bcomes ob- 
scure and our spiritual life becomes feeble, our holiness de- 
fective, and our power of self-control becomes inadequate 
to accomplish the great work and the stupendous task that 
lies before us. 





we The challenging life of Jesus Christ must 
Christians, hold its prime grip upon our hearts. The 
! passing centuries have only made it shine 
Awake! the brighter. He pleased not Himself, but al- 
ways His Father. Every one of the saints, valiant souls who 
have heeded His loving call to service, have not counted their 
lives dear unto themselves but have gone unfalteringly in the 
way He has led. “Take up thy cross and follow me,” is the 
divine command. None of us who has responded can make 
any compromise with evil. A good soldier will always stand 
ready to fight on the side of his beloved Lord. 

Not one of us will be held responsible for events which 
are beyond our control, but every one of us will be held ac- 
countable for the duty of the moment—right where we are. 
When that responsibility has been met, we can then leave 
the issue with God. “Blessed are they that sow beside all 
waters.” You have a chance right where you are. There is 
something offering rich possibilities wherever you are. Oh, how 
often we can look back over our lives and are ashamed to see 
the actual harvest that has sprung up in whose sowing 
we had no part! We must be aroused from a mere defensive- 
ness into a vigorous aggressiveness to resist that old enemy, 
Flesh. God has not asked us to conquer the world as did 
the great Alexander, but He has called upon us to conquer 
self that we may be worthy instruments in His hands to dis- 
pense peace and righteousness to the nations. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever” 
(II Peter 3: 18). 


Growth in life is life’s greatest adventure. To eat and 
breathe, to grow tall and add pounds to our weight, this 
is not true living nor growing. To work day after day 
at a common task with never an attempt to do it better, 
or to secure more useful employment; to pass our days in 
an accustomed manner, never gaining more knowledge, 
never improving our habits or dispositions, this is not life. 
This is mere existence. To live is to grow! To grow is to 
add wisdom to our understanding; to expand our actions, 
with more thought for others and less for self; to multi- 
ply constantly the virtues of our personal life. 

The body or church of Christ must grow if it is to stay 
alive. It must grow as an organization, and its individual 
members must grow, for growth will keep them active in 
the organization and assure them their salvation. 

First, let us look at the individual, that is, at ourselves, 
for that is where growth must begin. If Christianity or 
moral reformation does not begin with the individual it 
never will begin, and if it fails in the individual, that is 
the end. The church of Christ will cease to grow. If we 
grow, the Church grows, and if we stagnate, the Church 
stagnates, to the extent of our influence, which may be 
greater than we think. For, after all, what is the Church 
but an association of its individual members? When we 
complain of the lack of growth in the Church, we may be 
accusing ourselves; let us beware lest unconsciously we 
may be seeking to evade our own responsibility by magni- 
fying the omissions of our neighbors, expecting more of 
others than we do of self. 

The Christian’s goal in life is perfection—perfection of 
moral character; perfection in his dealings with his fel- 
low men, and perfection in his relationship with God. 
From the moment he adopts this goal as his aim in life 
there must be growth and development. 

Jesus gave humanity this highest goal. In the first part 
of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5) He related the 
content of this perfection, and in the last verse of this 
chapter He summarized or clinched His argument with, 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” The word “therefore” reaches back 
and adds meaning to the preceding verses. It puts a def- 
inite value on them. 

Throughout the New Testament perfection is men- 
tioned more than thirty times as the goal in life. In every 
epistle Paul wrote to his growing churches he had some- 
thing to say about perfection. As he expressed in Eph. 4: 
11—13, the end result must be “‘a perfect man”; the pat- 
tern: “the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

But, one does not glide into perfection. It is reached by 
growth under the most adverse conditions. It requires 
planning, patience, endurance, and time. 

There are certain objectives which must be reached. 
We must solve our basic personal problems with sin. Paul 


states it this way: “Be not conformed to this world: but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Put- 
ting it in still other words, this means: surrendering un- 
conditionally to God, yielding to His direction, and con- 
forming to His ways. 

We must learn to deal with temptation. Again Paul 
says, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall.” Let him remember also that temptation is his 
opportunity to grow strong by overcoming. There is no 
development of strength without resistance. Temptation 
provides this resistance. A tree growing in the soft soil 
of a sheltered plot sooner or later falls over when a gale 
of any velocity strikes it. Whereas a tree exposed to the 
fierce winds and whose roots must find sustenance in 
rocky ground, becomes well anchored and withstands the 
fiercest storms. Christians must grow in spite of, or 
rather, on account of temptations. 

In our struggle to outgrow sin and temptation we need 
a combination of two methods. First, an indirect method 
of crowding out the evil by using the expulsive power of 
great thoughts, noble deeds, lofty aspirations. And sec- 
ond, by direct frontal attack. A man who has embezzled 
$10,000 cannot say: “I will embezzle only $9,000 this 
year, $8,000 next year, and so on until in ten years I will 
be an honest man.” There is a better way—a complete 
break at once. 

In our growth to reach our goal we must learn the hard 
lesson of adjustment to life’s experiences and to make the 
best use of them. Reverses, disappointments, discipline 
will come, even as a fruit-bearing tree must be pruned 
in order to bear more and better fruit. So we must adjust 
ourselves to the necessary “pruning.” The open shears 
may look like “V” for victim, but they will turn out to be 
“V” for victory if we accept the pruning. We will bear 
more and better fruit. Jesus said, “Every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit.” The acceptance of pruning, in whatever way it 
may come, is an essential need for growth in life. God 
never cuts for the sake of cutting. He cuts only to sever 
and dispose of the bad and to cure, to conserve and to 
contribute to growth. 

The important thing is to get our gaze and attention 
fixed at the right place. If you look continually at your- 
self and observe your shortcomings you will be discour- 
aged; if you look around at others, you will be distracted; 
but if you look to the perfect Pattern, Christ, you will 
grow into His likeness. Like a tree in the forest, it feels 
the light above and reaches toward it, thus growing tall 
and straight. So we, if we fix our heart and fix our gaze, 
growth will follow. 

As individuals, we must continue our growth unto per- 
fection. As an organization, we must have that one aim, 
to grow into the pattern Christ has left. We are to grow, 
not necessarily in numbers, but in purity, in fellowship, 
in kindliness, consideration for each other. We are to 
leave behind fear, resentment, bitterness, jealousy, petty 
rivalries, egocentricity, and all that is base and defiling. 
With one mind, with one purpose we must grow until 
Christ rewards us with immortality. But even that is not 
the end of our growth. That is really only the beginning, 
for eternity is before us and we can plan and grow from 
glory to glory. There will be new things to learn, new 
standards of perfectness to attain, new challenges, world 
without end. 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 

_ will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 

problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 

will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please explain Revelation 18. 

This extremely important chapter describes in intense, 
highly figured language the fall of spiritual Babylon— 
the collapse of the world-wide system of superstition, in- 
justice, misrule and violence which is known as society. 
It is the aftermath of the events of chapter 17, especially 
verse 14. Christ, at His coming, will pronounce judgment 
upon great Babylon, also called the “beast” and the “great 
whore,” and the ensuing battle of Armageddon will break 
ad resistance to the new order, the incoming Kingdom of 

od. 

The entire fabric of the world’s so-called civilization— 
political, social, ecclesiastical and commercial—is found 
faulty and swept to utter ruin, to make room for some- 
thing better. Quite naturally, this cannot be accomplished 
without a vast and violent disruption, and those who have 
reaped profits from the existing order, if unwilling to 
transfer their allegiance, will weep and wail when these 
profits are no more. Especially will the purveyors of 
false doctrines mourn when “no man buyeth their mer- 
chandise any more” (v. 11), a complete reversal of the 
scandal of the “mark of the beast.” 

This destruction is said to come in one hour (v. 17). 
Micah 7: 15, 16 shows this “hour” to be the 40 years of 
God’s judgments on the nations. The desolation will be 
great and in many cases tragic; but it is necessary, for 
the old system cannot be patched up any longer. Ample 
warning will be given, and only the incorrigibles cut off, 
but that class, unfortunately, is a large portion of the 
human race (Zech. 13:8). Nothing worth while will be 
lost, and the change will be all for the better. 


If your teaching is true that Christ did not die for our sins, 
what is the meaning of Matt. 20: 28 which states that He 
gave His life a ransom for many? 


The first thing to understand is that the definition of 
the word “ransom” from both Hebrew and Greek is “to 
set free, to deliver from difficulty or danger.” Christ will 
free every one who will be freed. “Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free,” He said in 
John 8: 32. It will make us free mentally, from false doc- 
trines; and morally, if we obey the truth and pay our 
vows. Then when Christ comes He will finish the work 
when He ransoms us from the power of the grave and 
sets us free physically by changing our mortal body, and 
making it like unto His glorious body (Hos. 13: 14; Phil. 
3:21). His life of self-renunciation and obedience is our 
perfect example, and by following that example we are 
ransomed. 


Do you think we should be concerned about the twelve 
tribes of Israel? 


The promises of the Bible are not to the tribes of nat- 
ural Israel. God is no respecter of persons, and no one 
was ever saved or favored because of his nationality. 
That which concerns us is the “twelve tribes” spoken of 
by the Apostle James, those “instantly serving God day 
and night,” the 144,000 (James 1:1; Acts 26:7). God 
is taking out a people for His name from all nations, and 
they are termed Jews inwardly, a people circumcised at 
heart (Rom. 2: 28, 29). 
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Is it right to consider prayer as old-fashioned? Some people 
say it is like a little boy pestering his father for things he 
wants. 


Jesus, the greatest character who ever lived, found it 
necessary to pray often to the Father. We read of His 
praying once all night. It was prayer in the Garden of 
Gethsemane that strengthened Him for His last and great- 
est act of obedience. He not only demonstrated the value 
of prayer in His own life but taught His disciples to pray. 
It is an institution designed to strengthen good resolu- 
tions and advance Christian character (Luke 21: 36). 
The Bible gives many case histories of people who passed 
through trying ordeals successfully after earnest prayer. 

Prayer is less a matter of specific requests than of 
petitions for guidance and strength; we should not ask 
God to give us what we want, but what He sees we need 
for our spiritual growth. There can be only one reason 
for it to be considered old-fashioned: the world has for- 


gotten God and in their proud boasting say, There is no 
God. 


Are we all condemned because Adam sinned? 


No one is condemned for another’s sin but only for his 
own. That is a noble principle of a loving God. In Deut. 
24: 16 we read, “The fathers shall not be put to death for 
the children, neither shall the children be put to death for 
the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own 
sin.” Also the prophet Ezekiel strongly condemned that 
idea. He said they had no right to use such a proverb as 
the fathers eating sour grapes and the children’s teeth 
being set on edge, but “the soul that sinneth it shall die” 
(Ezek. 18: 1, 2, 4, 20; see also Prov. 5: 22; II Cor. 5: 10; 
Rev. 22:12). 


Please explain Gen. 5: 5, 27, 31. Were these literal 365 day- 
years? Is the answer to this in chapter 6, verse 3? 


The genealogies of the patriarchs, as given in this 
chapter, indicate that, for some reason and by some law 
unknown to us, the life span was very much longer than 
is possible today. We see no alternative to literal accept- 
ance of the figures as given. As we understand Genesis 
6: 3, it does not signify a reduction of or limitation to the 
span of human life, for there were many, down to Jacob’s 
day, who exceeded 120 years; rather it seems to have 


been the length of warning granted to Noah before the 
Deluge. 


How did Christ fulfill the law and the prophets (Matthew 
5: 17)? 


By His birth and ministry, He put an end to the Mosaic 
Law, which was self-limiting (Gal. 3: 24, 25; Eph. 2: 15). 
The prophetic writings pointing to His advent into the 
world were fulfilled by His appearance. Neither the Law 
nor the prophets were destroyed, but ceased to have sig- 
nificance when they had served their purpose. 

A simple analogy might be: A ship is scheduled to sail 
at noon on a certain day. Advance notices are published; 
instructions issued to the passengers; a great deal of 
preparatory detail to be taken care of. The day arrives, 
the passengers go aboard, and at noon the ship sails. For 
the passengers, the schedule and the preliminary instruc- 
tions, valuable as they were up to the moment of sailing, 
have ceased to exist; they have been fulfilled; they are 
now a thing of the past. 
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arly Faith 


Whom hear we tell of all the joy which loving Faith can bring, 
The ever-winding glories reached on her strong seraph wing? 
Is it not oftenest they who long have wrestled with temptation, 
Or passed through fiery baptisms of mighty tribulation? 


Perhaps, in life’s great tapestry, the darkest scenes are where 

The golden threads of Faith glance forth most radiant and fair; 
And gazing on the coming years, which unknown griefs may bring, 
We hail the lamp which o’er them al! shall heavenly luster fling. 


Thank God! there is at eventide a gleam of ruby light, 

A star of love amid the gloom of sorrow’s lingering night, 

An ivy-wreath upon the tomb, a haven in the blast, 

A staff for weary, trembling ones, when youth and health are past. 


But shall we seek the diamonds in the lone and dusky mine, 

When ’mid the sunny sands of youth they wait to flash and shine? 
Neglect the fountain of Christ’s joy till woe-streams darkly flow, 
Nor seek a Father’s smile until the world’s cold frown we know? 


Nay! be our faith the rosy crown on morn’s unwrinkled brow, 
The sparkling dewdrops on the grass, the blossoms on the bough; 
The gleam of pearly light within the snowy-bosomed shell; 

An added power of loveliness in beauty’s every spell. 


Oh, let it be the sunlight of the pleasant summer hours, 

That calls to pure and radiant birth unnumbered fragrant flowers; 
That bathes in golden joyance every anthem-murmuring tree, 
And spreads a robe of glory o’er the silver-crested sea. 


Oh, let it be the key-note of the symphony of gladness, 

Which wots not of the broken lyre, the requiem of sadness: 
For they who melodies of heaven in hours of brightness know, 
Will modulate sweet harmony from earth’s discordant woe. 





